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In this class we continue our comparative analysis of education, segregation, and civil rights by looking at the last forty years of desegregation and school reform in cities with very different social and demographic histories.  We also look at studies written by authors who have somewhat different perspectives on their subject.  
In his recently published book, Hope and Despair in the American City, Gerald Grant compares the terms and consequences of school desegregation in one northern and one southern city:  Syracuse, New York and Raleigh, North Carolina.  By a number of measures, school desegregation and schools themselves have proved far more successful in Raleigh than in Syracuse, and Grant sets out to explain why.  In Grant’s analysis, the relative success of Raleigh schools is a result of the very different terms on which desegregation proceeded there than in Syracuse and other northern cities.  Those different terms in turn resulted in part from what Grant calls “a tragic decision” by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1974 in Milliken vs. Bradley.  Nonetheless, for Grant, Raleigh represents what is still possible under a certain vision of the common school ideal.     

In his study, More than One Struggle, Jack Dougherty takes a somewhat different approach to considering the experience of desegregation in the city of Milwaukee.  Examining the campaign for school desegregation as just one in a series of campaigns by black activists on school issues--from the effort to secure jobs for black teachers in the 1930s to the effort to secure school voucher legislation in the 1980s--Dougherty emphasizes how different generations of black leaders redefined the struggle for racial justice and equity according to the demands of the time.  From this perspective, the version of the common school project represented by desegregation holds no special significance for defining the future of education or social justice. 

Given these two somewhat different accounts, how would you assess the goals and limits of school desegregation in the 1960s, 70s, and 80s?  What do you end up learning about the factors that shaped the consequences of those reforms?   

